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ABSTRACT

Emergency archeology continues in New York State. If historic
Fort Bull I were found at the Sheep Pen Site within the Erie
Canal Village Historic Park, the Victorian house scheduled to
be relocated there might be placed elsewhere. An undisturbed
prehistoric campsite fares less well. Ethical and historical
considerations and the themes of human heritage are discussed.



INTRODUCTION

As many of you have tolerated two years of discussions about
the search for Fort Bull I at Erie Canal Village, and as you were
promised some update on Cathy Bair's analysis of the ceramics from
the 1981 excavations and Gilbert Hagerty's on-going efforts to help
us, this presentation will not be a complete disappointment to you
on all counts. Mrs. Bair (Beauchamp Chapter) completed her 59 pages
of struggle, apparently leaving no sherd unanalyzed, all of Gordon
DeAngelg's. Peter and Mar jorie Pratt's type collections, libraries,
apd brains picked clean, to present us with the unpopular conclu-
sion that none of the ceramics from the 1981 excavations were ap-
propriate to the 1750's Fort Bull I time (Bair manuscript). The
site has a fine assortment of ceramics of interest to those studying
the 1800's and early 1900's, however, and the analysis of these ma-
terials reveals that those who dumped on the site discarded or lost
almost exclusively British materials, reflecting for us a narrow
range of international trade for the residents. As far as Gilbert
Hagerty's researches of the metal button and musket balls are con-
cerned, he was not able to provide any definitive evidence, either.

Therefore, we concluded that where we worked in 1981 did not ap-
pear to have been where any recognizable materials from Fort Bull I
remained. We conferred with personnel from Erie Canal Village, and
by letter and telephone with the Rome Historical/Tourism Commission
presenting our conclusions. At that time, we presented our evalua-
tion of the most and least likely places to look next, and suggested
that additional testing in places where they were considering placing
the Victorian house would be helpful. All was quiet until the start
of June, 1982. Then, the picture changed.

We received a frantic telephone call from Mary Reynolds of Erie
Canal Village telling us that not only had a new area been chosen for
the relacation of the Victorian house, but that architects had been
there and the area was surveyed and staked out ready for action. Ex-
cavations for the foundation and footers was scheduled within the next
two or three days. Could we come? We were in the midst of our work
- at Roberson Site in Binghamton (McDowell-Loudan 1982, 1983) but this
was the mystery we felt duty-bound to keep fighting.

THE SHEEP PEN SITE

Due to these startling revisions in the planned relocation of
the Victorian house at Erie Canal Village, Rome, Oneida County, New
York, the SUNY Cortland Archeology Field School undertook a two-day
emergency reconnaissance and salvage project within an area of the
reconstructed village referred to as "the sheep pen". It had been
the plan, as discussed earlier in the year, to locate the house in
an open "island” of land between Clinton's Ditch and the site of
Wood Creek Fort, as marked by the DAR Historic Marker.

Unexpectedly, it was discovered that limitations in the space
available in that location due to the presence of an early 1900's
brick-lined sewer paralleling Clinton's Ditch, and an abrupt change



2

of plans occurred, surveying and landscaping procedures were started,
and the new house location was staked out within the sheep pen, with-
out consultation with archeologists. Concern over this omission led

Village personnel to notify the writers urging that some checking of

the house site occur before excavations for the house foundation took
place.

On June 3, 1982, the writers, Gordon DeAngelo, the SUNY Cortland
Archeology Field School crew, and students from the 1981 field school
crew who were available, rushed to the Village to undertake emergency
subsurface inspections. Mary Reynolds, Acting Curator of the Village,
arranged for Clarence Brainerd, Village Caretaker, to strip the sod
from areas where foundation digging was to occur. The first small scrape
uncovered a pile of flint debitage and scattered fire-cracked rock;
the second scrape, to the west of the first, yielded a larger concen-
tration of flint debitage, tools, and broken tool fragments, ash,
cracked rock, and a curved area of greasy, ashy soil. The scraping
action had dislodged much of the material but it was possible to create
approximate maps of the concentrations and to measure their horizontal
and vertical distributions. Once this was done, the artifactual mater-
ial from these two distinct loci was bagged by locus and notes were
taken as to the appearance of the subsurface soils.

On June 8, 1982, with even more of the 1981 field school crew
appearing as volunteers, the crew returned to the site to shovel-
excavate test pits at intervals along the perimeter of the staked-
out house foundation area. This location, we noted once the vegeta-
tion had been cut and the topography had been revealed, was slightly
higher than the land outside the staked sections. The difference in
elevation is no more than two or three feet, however, often less than
that. As the test pits were scattered outward from this high point,
the cultural content declined, suggesting that the higher ground
marked the location of a camping site or habitation of some sort.

On June 9, 1982, the field crew had to return to the Roberson
Site, but fortunately, Gordon DeAngelo returned to Erie Canal Village
to monitor the trenching operations and observe cultural associations.
Due to heavy rain and erosion after excavations had occurred, the trench-
es were severly undercut in some areas. DeAngelo mapped and photo-
graphed them, profiling walls and plotting artifacts in situ. His
notes are informative at this point and are quoted here:

- "While scraping down the west wall a discoid biface knife was
found embedded in the wall about a foot below the surface. Beauchamp
member, Peter Pratt, suggested that it is of Paleo-Indian origin. Due
to hydrostatic pressure, large slabs of the clay subsoil kept falling
into the trench leaving the six to eight inch occupation layer under~
cut and held together with turf rootlets. Because. of this, dirt and
stones kept falling out of the roots. At one point, while (I) was
trowelling down a profile (I) heard a patter of dirt accompanied by
the clink of flint and felt something hit (my) foot. It was a three
inch perfect projectile point...'It probably knew there was somebody
there who cared--and didn't want to be left behind'. The typology of
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this point is questionable. From a distance the shape looks like
an Early Woodland Meadowood point=--but is much thicker than the usual

Meadowoods.

As one ‘wag' put it: 'It is either the worst Meadowood or the
best Brewerton side-notched 1I‘'ve ever seen.'"

Excavations and controlled collections occurred in twenty dif-
ferent locations, consisting of 16 test pits (3' squares) and 4 other
loci resulting from the scraping operations. Gordon's trench moni-
toring may be located, along with these other testing areas, on the
map.

Preliminary analysis of the materials from the two-day excava-
tions and mappings yielded the following information: flint was util-
ized almost to the exclusion of all other lithic materials. For ex-
ample, there were 2,391 flint flakes, 9 jasper flakes, 2 quart21te
flakes, and 1 quartz flake retrieved, as well as 18 flint points or
segments of points, and 2 chalcedony point fragments. Of the utilized
flakes or worked pieces, 41 were flint, and 1 was jasper.

There appears to have been a steaming or roasting pit or trench
present and vast quantities of water and heat-shattered rock were
found in this trench and distributed around the site. As we under-
took experiments with lithic materials similar to those found im this
area, noting that the shattering product appears to require both water
and heat, we feel confident that some sort of steaming process was car-
ried out at the site (McDowell-Loudan 1983). Therefore, in addition
to some flint tool-manufacturing (debitage, a flint core, two hammer-
stones, a flint nodule, and numerous broken flint tools were found) at
the site, especially in areas near squares 8, 10, and 14, as well as
loci #1 and #3, food-processing with steam was occurring in and near
locus #3 where the trench was encountered. Locus #3 was also where
the ma jority of the flint projectile points and other worked objects
were found (14 points, 26 worked or utilized pieces of flint, and 1

core).

Scattered in the uppermost portions of the topsoil, were slivers
of clear (7) or green (37) glass, 35 diverse fragments of rusty metal,
tiny brick bits, kaolin pipe fragments, and 2 tiny china fragments,
the historic component. We expect Cathy Bair to devote another 59
pages to analysis of these two china fragments.

of unknowp age and species, in uost cases, are the 49 fragments
of bone and animal teeth. There are definite rodent and ungulate teeth
but others are unidentified, so far.

The nature, quantities, and variety of the artifactual materials
suggest temporary site usage, probably on more than one occasion, with
at least one occupation including a relatively large steam~-cooking
event. Tool manufacture and repair occurred here, too, with what ap-
pears to have been the discard of exhausted tools, or broken ones, in
a refuse pit or pile near the steaming pit.
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As the site is located within a pen which had contained sheep
as part of the atmosphere for the Vlllage, and since the area was
part of a cattle and p1g farm prior to its use for sheep, the scat-
ter of historic materials may reflect the scant human usage, except
indirectly for livestock maintenance, one mlght predict in such
areas. In contrast, there were hundreds of pieces of broken crockery,
glass, and metal found in the 1981 excavations in the "island" where
dumping had been concentrated.

From what can be determined from Mary Reynolds and Clarence
Brainerd, it appears that the Sheep Pen Site has not been plowed or
modified exten31ve1y for the past twenty or thlrty years. We did
not note evidence of plow1ng during our testing, either. The shal-
low locations of concentrations of flint debitage, the presence of
the rock-filled trench, and the apparent clustering of materials
throughout the site, seem to point to relatively undisturbed soils.

DISCUSSION

We had hoped that this strategically-located prehistoric site,
with its discrete activity areas illustrating camping, tool-making,
and cooking-~heating by pre-European groups, would warrant further
archeological study and incorporation into the Village'’s portrayal
of human heritage. For a site within a center for historical study
to be destroyed without this consideration seemed very unfortunate.
We were told that the only thing which would stop the Victorian house
project would be clear evidence of Fort Bull I. Although we found
two musket balls, we did not locate any other Revolutionary War or
1750's materials. What we did find was too early to interest the
decision-makers, it appears.

From the viewpoint of a theme at the Village, our latest contri-
butions to the understanding of what occurred near Wood Creek prior
to 1800 is of interest. Throughout prehistoric as well as historic
times, waterways have been significant for travel, subsistence, and
rendezvous. Erie Canal Village was constructed to tell part of the
story of early historic travel, trade, and settlement, along Clinton's
Ditch, the Erie Canal, and the Barge Canal. For 1ncreased time depth
to the desplays at the Village, Fort Bull (Hagerty 1971) is commemor-
ated with a DAR marker located on the site of a slightly later fort,
Fort Wood Creek. Efforts are made, within the museum exhibits at
the Village, to tell the story of the Oneida Carry and its trials
and tribulations resulting from competition for land, wealth, power,
of European groups and their varied Amerindian allies or enemies.
Travel, trade, competition, changing land use, engineering skiils,
settlement patterns, are all stressed, as are the changes in the
artifacts which reflect these developments. Why, then, is it any
less important and any less significant to portray the earlier usage
of the Wood Creek/Oneida Carry sites as they were exploited long be-
fore Europeans began to do so? Certainly, those who visited Erie
Canal Village were excited by the historic and prehistoric evidence
our field school crew was finding in both 1980 (searching for part
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of the original Clinton's Ditch) and 1981 (attempting to find evi-
dence of Fort Bull I) as we made our test excavations and described
what we were doing to visitors. The children in school tours, a
large number from 5th grade and other classes which have units on
archeology and New York State Indians, were fascinated by our work,
some even returned with their families on other days to see us.

Their teachers were pleased to have an opportunity to illustrate
things discussed in classes, something which the Village could incor-
porate into their fine display system without extensive changes in
current practices.

To have located a discrete prehistoric camp site, overlooking
the creek, adjacent to the known fort, and beyond the current extent
of the (later) Village buildings, was an event which might have pro-
vided a new tourist attraction based upon the previous theme of the
Village and expanding upon it. Setting a relacated Victorian house
on the spot seems much less advantageous and informative. The house
is some distance away from the reconstructed Erie Canal itself, which
the house is supposed te have overlooked in its original siting. By
the time Victorian homes were the style, the Erie Canal had undergone
extensive changes, expansions, and modifications, and was about to be
replaced with the Barge Canal System (Wyld 1967: 13~15). To provide
a chronological sequence of displays around the Village, placement of
the Victorian house in a location more distant from the earliest dis-
plays might have been appropriate. Then, one might have moved from
the modern areas near the parking lot, through the set of “canal-time"
buildings, including the Victorian house (perhaps behind the earlier
buildings), to the site (s) of the forts, and the earlier Indian camps,
providing a range of human heritage which encompasses prehistoric and
historic groups and their interactions. We were saddened that there
was no opportunity to contribute this type of expanded perspective.

REFERENCES CITED

Bair, Cathleen J.
1982 Erie Canal Village Ceramic Analysis from the Archaeologlcal
Excavation of June, 1981. manuscript of file at SUNY Cortland.

Hagerty, Gilbert
1971 Massacre at Fort Bull: The delery Expedition against Oneida
Carry 1756. Mowbray Company, Publishers. Providence.

McDowell-Loudan, Ellis E.
1982 The Roberson Site. Chesopiean 20(3-4).

McDowell-Loudan, Ellis E.
1983 Fire-Cracked Rock: . Preliminary Experiments to Determine its
Na%uge and Significance in Archeological Contexts. Chesopiean
21(1): 20-29,

Wyld, Lionel D., editor ~ ‘ .
1967 40" X 28" X 4's The Erie Canal--150 Years. Oneida County
Erie Canal Commemoration Commission. Rome.



s

¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢

[P P

g @by 3z o

B U,

— S

“_ - Leopapoxg g2 waazzag [ vt
+ JP e ,A,r.,‘ i i .- B L R
‘Idvi‘l AAAAAAAAA v“,..twv!‘4 ..4 444444
N S Rl EE SR YRR A EREE SRR EERE .
; b VV.\QMMNQVWJ Yﬁv\v\,u \w\a% DR -

..................

M\.V\LQ.\.Q\.\Q\&\WN , R
R

B A PSSV

204 \“‘U*D.EU >-// M

A 'y

\m@h PR T I Y ey XY
VIOSHLy . TINIVLS SFY T
A |

C W&% b
Vaibtand cdb e

o g

P i

b K 9 e. ¥

4

o . T

SR O I



M , _ | ~ ”
. | | | .
e L | B
‘ N P A S A I w *
| I EEE TR EE O DS EUCEORENES EEEEEEE “ |
| e P
; R R : : S DR S
_ﬂ S R S S S AR IS I
i * .......... .
I R IR . o I
e - i e R S I e
: DR [ S m«% vy
w SRDSRSEEE M k\\bﬁgkww\x
w + .
: AAPENERE I AR B S S BRI
T
Fooop ok N -
R |
LT
SRR IRRDIIIE IR SOt I SO ARSI S
f.vl‘aow<4‘
LTl 2\3\:6
‘ .kl“\hs.\

z8/0//2
Y YA oyebuy 377

.........

¢

[

|
q .

AW NOLLLIAAUNTZ) 2y Sk u\u@\\
















%5 B o 5 sbel W -“%
Loak/nj W Wesr 4400 /?@F/ZE 4
Arrow = Area 1 (céarwa/dwa/_-[//h/ C///'Jy
(See Wes+ Wasy /9/01[;/5)

booriNG WNW Wesr Wace Pests) e
/firrow to ledt = Area 2 (charcoal cng 4., 4 CA//'/J s )
A rrow 1o /‘/44%—’/4/84 2 (2"da. é/a.ére )

(See (Vesy 1/ Do (7.



ANEG . 164

U Jppksna WNW . WEST IALL POOIILE

Arrow 45 /eft =drea ] (charcoal ¢ Fmf <chips
A’rm:ﬁ right=Hrea 2 (2 dla. bitace) Py
(See West Lealt Praﬂ/ej

Nee. /94

/—ook/ng WNW . WEsr wa Ll PeoF/lE
/As in ) déaue)

/')






R
N
9
W
<
Loo/</'/7§ NN
NoRTH WALL AT D 10 BACKGCROLAID -
WEST WALL LPRpE/LE TO LEFT .
<
~N
N

NEG.




NEG 23 A

D Wy digand, "W "W X =

07) Crose vp oF FROJECTILE ,ﬂa//{/f WHIC,,
FELL N7 P-E£ TRENCH i oAl
45T WALL OCCUPA 770N LAYER (See Plans)

[22-0 ‘N of £ -F //'Mf)

£ i N ek e e SN -
(18) Looking M. Corner D m éackﬁraufnd



oA

(19)

Aookz'nj NE . Corner D m JefF
éac/Z?r‘ounq’. Corner B m center
bac yl‘our)a/,




SQUARE "(PIT) (LOC. \REAS)

LOCATIO. |1 |2 {3 (4 (5|6 |7 |8 |9 |10 ;11 |12 | 13 |14 [15 |16 | 6/11| #1 | #2| #3

POINTS 1f 1f | 2¢ 2f 14f

FLAKES 12f|1£ | 20f 3f | 1f| 27f 2quR8lf] 53f| 260f(4f | 37f| 5f [*117€|7f |2f | 19f |500f |9f |1128f

CERAMICS 3* 2p 5§g Qiqu 12p2h

CORES _ 1f 1f

SCRAPERS +|1f 2f 1f | 3f 1f | 2f 1f 25F 13

GLASS 22 1 1 |1 |2 1 1 13

METAL 2 1 7 1m|2 1l 1 4 1m 14n

SANDSTONE 1 1

JASPER | 1

CHARCOAL (8 |1 |7 |1 3 {9 |6 |7 1 13 9 6 2 13 |16 | 38

HAMMERST . 1 1

T+5TH/BONE 5 44

# («£=-CRACK| 3 134 3 1+ 1 |6 + 68+ |86 | 304+
ROCK '

OTHER 1b 30+4b 1o 1f dril:

+=and others

*=hurned
f ¢lint

=chalcedony

k=kaolin
h=historic

n=nail/rusty
b=brick bits
m=musketball

g=quartz

qu=quartzite
o=ocher/hematite
p=prehistoric/grit-tempered

SHEEP PEN SITE ARTIFACT DISTRIBUTIONS

1982 EXCAVATIONS
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ERIE CANAL VILLAGE
SHEEP PEN SITE

In the summer and fall of 1982, Sandra Buxton, an Anthropology
Minor and Geology Major at SUNY Cortland, undertock an Independent
Study of the diagnostic artifacts found at the Sheep Pen Site in Erie
Canal Village during the reconnaissance and subsurface testing in
June, 1982. Her concentration was upon the scant projectile points
and other worked stone artifacts found during the investigations and
utilized the Typology and Nomenclature of New York State Projectile
Points by William A. Ritchie as a major source. Other sources of
reference included booklets prepared by the New York State Department
of Education, Archeology Section, in which discussion of projectile
points and point typology occur. The analysis was overseen by Dr.
Ellis E. McDowell-Loudan, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, of
SUNY Cortland, and it was she who evaluated the work and advised the
student during the research.

Attached are the work sheets prepared by Sandra Buxton, and a
map of the Sheep Pen Site to enable the reader to refer to site lo-
cations while reading the analytical materials. The analyses are not
necessarily accurate in all cases, but a general view of temporal and
typological emphases may be gained from the opinions of Ms. Buxton.

From her evaluations of the materials found and the attributes
of the artifacts she studied, most of the artifacts seem to relate
to the Archaic Stage of Cultural Development. There are questionable
specimens with broken and/or reworked features which could not be typed,
but others seem to fit Ritchie's type categories quite well.

Her descriptions are relatively general; the "possible types"”

given in her statements are listed in the order of their closest
similarity.

Dr. Ellis E. McDowell-=Loudan
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