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THE PACKET-BCAT, INVEPEVDE~CE 
• 

Ycu. a.,te -u..:Luig en a, packet-bca..t an a tuio ( 2) mil.e ~,t,te.tch 06 ane 06 the mc~t 

wtc-'t.i.c.a.ll.y ~1-"C'tta.nt iu::.te.'l.Lmy-6 in the U,uted Sta.tu - the Etr..ie Ca.1ial, tu'.t,,~ .!ita.'t-ted 

hvr.e. in Rome., .V~ Yo-'tfz in 1817. In ~a.c,,t, thvr.e. iA a ma,,tkelt on the bank -6hcwi.ng 

whe.te the 6ill.t Jhovel.~ul, 06 ea/tth m-6 tu.Juted. The then Govvr.noll, VeWLtt Clintcm, 

tttU p!L,i,ma/ullJ -'te-5 pc ~,,i,bie 6 oJt. the cana-l and a Utt-6 a, 6 6 emo rui:te!y ruc.knamed "Clintc n ' -~ 

Vac.h" ! 

The e,o.,1Ul/. ;au 6.-u~he.d in 1825, aJul a -6,n,i,,,Ung Govellnolt Cunton -tode on h-<A 

b,u_ghtl,y eolo1r.ed boa:t, the "Senec.£t Clu.e6'', f't.om Lake. we :to New Yo1tk C,i,ty 601t 

the g,t e,a;te.5 .t e, el.zb-ta:t:io n in the S.ta;te ' -6 ~.to,'llj. Crutno ~ boomed a,U along the c.aJta.l 

.to let people. f't..."'ffl one end .to the. c.tltell bww .tha:t the. E-ue. Ca,na,,l, UXt& -'r.ea.dy a.nd the 

eel e.b-'Ul.ti.o n t.ttU c n ! 

The. people. aLmg the. pin.al. '4-""e,,'Le happy and, ,,i,ndee.d, they had 'Le.tWon :to be. Ea/tl.tj 

on, the op~K 06 the. canal bltou.ght a, bhtvtp 1teduct,fon in 61t,e,,,i,ght -~hipping duz.,tge.6 

and a mu.dt molt.~ ccm6o-'Ltable. ,r,,i.de., .tr.at being a, 6M.t pac.ket-boa.:t Jude 11-6 oppo-6 e.d to a, 

joLt✓i.ng -6:ta.gee,ca:,c,h -ude. _: The ca.nal opened the wu.t .to :tJuule. and ,,iJnm,,i,,gJULt-i.an; gocd-6 

and -taW ma.teJt.ia.l.s cou.ld now 0.iow mc,'te. ea,~ily both ~tlA.Wu:L and wutwvu:l - and a 

p!W-6pe.lloUA 6-lnanci.al. ope,'ta-t-i..on all,cwe,d 6aJt the -6even ( 7) milLfon doil.aJr. can.al. debt 

:to be. pcLid in 5u.ll. by 1836, (1,6 plo.mted - can you believe thw joy! 

A -team 06 hc.lt4u could move 500 :ton6 alan,g a, «n-tvu.«ty buc.h M the. we; on land, 

U :took 6 :to 8 iw,Ue.-6 :to move. onli:/ 6 :ton6! The bulk 06 the We. tlulo6,i,c wu oJt,ught 

vu~d-6, hue,h a.5, .sc.ot~, la.kvu and buU.head-6; (c.ovelled cMgo boa,u tha,t caJUUed c.a/1.gc 

nee.cUng pttotec.t:,icn We 6.loUJt 01t gJta,i,nJ - they weJte a,U puUed by hoMe.-6 01t, mui.u, 11-6 

we'te the padz.e.t-boa:t-6. 

Ou,,'l pac.ke,,t-bca:t iA a 1t,e,pl,i_c.a, o5 11n o,ug,,£,na,,l packe.t-boa,t. The.y we/le ca11.ed "pa.ck.u:" 

a6telt the oc.ear.-go,i,119 !>lu.p1, tha:t e,,a,,-...-ue.d a,tly p:W-6e,ige,'t.6 aJu1 ma.il.. Canal pa.c.ke.t-boa.b 

pa,,ul an ave,'[age 05 5~ 11 mile. wi.✓th l!!ea,,l,,6 and bed, lu-6 i6 the.y c.ho-6e to b-'t,Lng thw cttlt 

6ccd and ~leep CK the. deck. Ha,'t6 u :.001t,ked 6 hou'L-6 on a,nd 6 hou.M a 6 6; · e,x,t,r.a ltaft-6 e-6 c.'t 

mul2A w~te e,a,'t't-i..zd ,fo the bow 06 -the boa.u, M 6'tequent c.hangu 06 team'-> wVte nec.e.5 ,!>cl.,'tlf. 

The ~peed lim-l.t en tfte e,o.na,l utW 4 mph and 1-ltth 1,,t,uctl1J e.n601t,c.ed to -~ave we,a.,'L and tea,,-r. 

on the ba,;1~, rut the exp,tu-6 padz.et-boa,,u exceeded :tha:t Umit M the c.a.pta,£11-6 u:e,-r.e 

W-i.ll,i,;ig tc pa.y 'tl1e. 6ine.~ .i.n 01t,de,t tc make good -tune. 
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The pa..c.ket-baa..t r.ad the tu:.ght-c6-,mif ovvi· othe-"L c.a.nai. .t1ta66,ic.. A6 the to,~1-u..-th 

~ on oni.y one ~ide 05 the c.a.nal, ~~-ing a.nothvi boa..t c.a...U.ed 601L one boa..t to ~.:t...'p 

ili team a.nd 6,wtg rci...de. 16 the t.im,i.ng l<.~ -'L<.ght, the tow !Lope. IA.'culd 6--i.nk t.o the 

bottom a.nd the 4~c.cnd bca..t c.ould ,xu~ ove-'t a. Some bo~ c.a.lL!U.e.d J,i.c.klu on .the 

bow to c.u..t .the o..the,,t bca..t' J tow ,'lope -in the ma.rteuvVt l.00.6 not ma.de CO!Utecil.tj. Scrne. 

b.ti.dgu ovvi .the c.a.na.l :ce.'te. low enou.gh to ~weep ~e.ngvw oil a.ny.thi.n.g e.L\e. 066 the 

dec.Jz. a.6 .the boa..-t pa..&.sed u.r.de.Jtnea.th. FJLuh p1todu.c.e. and o.thvi thing& wvie. &old to 

,n6 J e.ng vw 6-'lom i>'lidg ~ a.long the. u»..y. 

In 1836, the. st:a.:te bega.n to w..i.de..n., dee.pen and i..tJr.a,i,ghte.n .the. c.a.nai.; i.;t be.c.a.."'e 

70 6e.e.t w.i.de rutd. 7 6ee.t deep, with 11 ,leM, l.oc.k.&; you a/le. now Jt..uli..ng on a. &e.cti.cn 06 

.the &:t-'taightened C1UUJ.l - .the. o!Ligi.nal.. c.a.na.l.. Jtun& thlwu.gh OWL Villa.ge. ne.a.Jte.Jt to cuJt. 

Sc.hool-ho~e.. {By the. tJ&,'t 1858, .the pa.c.k.e.t-boa..t had be.en Jtep.l.a.c.e.d by :the. ,uz.il:r.oa.d). 

Be.tween 1900 and 1903, New Yoltk S✓ta.✓te voted 60-JL .the. c.on.s.tlw.c.✓ti.on 06 a. cli..66e-:.v?..t 

c.a.nal. a.long .the. ~rune. ge.n.e..t.al Jtou..te.; th.,w UXt6 to be. c.al.led .the. &vt.ge Ca.na.l. Ve.Lt.a. 

Vam bec.ame. .the. ,'tUVtvc.i.t. ,alt .the. &l::.ge Ca.nal.. - na.v..i.ga..tion on .the. Elt..ie Ca.n.a.l ende.d 

.in .the. CJealt 1911, .the. &vtg e Ca.na.l. opened .ut .the. fJeall. 1917, -l6 -6.til.1. in lL6 e. to da.t.j. 


